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Page Break ix

Page ix

In the manuscript material left by Wittgenstein there are numerous notes which do
not belong directly with his philosophical works although they are scattered
among the philosophical texts. Some of these notes are autobiographical, some are
about the nature of philosophical activity, and some concern subjects of a general
sort, such as questions about art or about religion. It is not always possible to
separate them sharply from the philosophical text; in many cases, however,
Wittgenstein himself hinted at such a separation--by the use of brackets or in other
ways.

Page ix

Some of these notes are ephemeral; others on the other hand--the majority--are of
great interest. Sometimes they are strikingly beautiful or profound. It was evident
to the literary executors that a number of these notes would have to be published.
G.H. von Wright was commissioned to make a selection and arrange it.

Page ix

It was a decidedly difficult task; at various times I had different ideas about how
best to accomplish it. To begin with, for example, I imagined that the remarks
could be arranged according to the topics of which they treated--such as "music",
"architecture", "Shakespeare", "aphorisms of practical wisdom", "philosophy",
and the like. Sometimes the remarks can be arranged into such groupings without
strain, but by and large, splitting up the material in this way would probably give
an impression of artificiality. At one time moreover I had thought of including
already published material. For many of Wittgenstein's most impressive
"aphorisms" are to be found in his philosophical works--in the Notebooks from the
First World War, in the Tractatus, and in the Investigations too. I should like to
say that it is when they are embedded in such contexts that Wittgenstein's remarks
really have their most powerful effect. But for that very reason it did not seem to
me right to tear them from their surroundings.

Page Break x

Page x

At one time too I played with the idea of not making a very extensive selection,
but including only the "best" remarks. The impression made by the good remarks
would, I thought, only be weakened by a great mass of material. That, presumably,
is true--but it was not my job to be an arbiter of taste. Furthermore, I did not trust

7



myself to choose between repeated formulations of the same, or nearly the same,
thought. Often the repetitions themselves seemed to me to have a substantial
point.

Page x

In the end I decided on the only principle of selection that seemed to me
unconditionally right. I excluded from the collection notes of a purely "personal"
sort--i.e. notes in which Wittgenstein is commenting on the external circumstances
of his life, his state of mind and relations with other people--some of whom are
still living. Generally speaking these notes were easy to separate from the rest and
they are on a different level of interest from those which are printed here. Only in
a few cases where these two conditions seemed not to be met did I include notes
of an autobiographical nature as well.

Page x

The remarks are published here in chronological order with an indication of their
year of origin. It is conspicuous that nearly half the remarks stem from the period
after the completion (in 1945) of Part One of Philosophical Investigations.

Page x

In the absence of further explanation some of the remarks will be obscure or
enigmatic to a reader who is not familiar with the circumstances of Wittgenstein's
life or with what he was reading. In many cases it would have been possible to
provide explanatory comments in footnotes. I have nevertheless, with very few
exceptions, refrained from adding comments. I ought to add that all the footnotes
are the editor's.†1

Page x

It is unavoidable that a book of this sort will reach the hands of readers to whom
otherwise Wittgenstein's philosophical work is, and will remain, unknown. This
need not necessarily be harmful or useless. I am all the same convinced that these
notes can be properly understood and appreciated only against the background of
Wittgenstein's philosophy and, furthermore, that they make a contribution to our
understanding of that philosophy.

Page x

I began making my selection from the manuscripts in the years 1965-6. I then laid
the work aside until 1974. Mr Heikki Nyman helped me with the final selection
and arrangement of the collection. He also checked that the next agreed exactly
with the manuscripts and removed many errors and

8



Page 47

The language used by philosophers is already deformed, as though by shoes that
are too tight. MS 163 47v: 11.7.1941

Page 47

The characters in a drama arouse our sympathy, they are like people we know,
often like people we love or hate: The characters in the second part of Faust don't
arouse our sympathy at all! We don't feel as though we knew them. They file past
us like thoughts not like human beings. MS 163 64v c: 6.9.1941

Page 47

The mathematician (Pascal) who admires the beauty of a theorem in number
theory†a; it is as though he were admiring some natural beauty. It's wonderful, he
says, what splendid properties numbers have. It's as though he were admiring the
conformity to laws of a crystal†b.

Page 47

One might say: what splendid laws the Creator has built into numbers!

Page Break 48

Page 48

You can't construct clouds. And that is why the future you dream of never comes
true.

Page 48

Before there was an aeroplane people dreamed about aeroplanes & what a world
with them would look like. But, as the reality was nothing like this dream, so we
have no reason to believe that reality will develop in the way we dream. For our
dreams are full of tinsel, like paper hats & costumes. MS 125 2v: 4.1.1942 or later

Page 48

The popular scientific writings of our scientists are not the expression of hard
work but of resting on their laurels.†a†b†30

Page 48

If you already have someone's love, no sacrifice is too high a price to pay for it but
any sacrifice is too great†c to buy it. MS 125 21r: 1942
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Page 48

Virtually as there is such a thing as a deep & a shallow sleep, there are thoughts
which occur deep within one & thoughts which romp about on the surface. MS
125 42r: 1942

Page 48

You cannot draw the seed up out of the earth. You can only give it warmth†d,
moisture & light & then it must grow. (You mustn't even touch†e it except with
care.) MS 125 44r: 1942

Page 48

What is pretty cannot be beautiful.------ MS 125 58r: 1942

Page 48

Someone is imprisoned in a room if the door is unlocked, opens inwards; but it
doesn't occur to him to pull, rather than push against it.

Page 48

Put someone in the wrong atmosphere & nothing will function as it should. He will
seem unhealthy in every part. Bring him back into his right element, & everything
will blossom and look healthy. But if he is not in his

Page Break 49

right element, what then? Well he just has to make the best of looking like a
cripple.

Page 49

If white turns to black some say: "Essentially it is still the same". And others, if the
colour becomes†a one degree darker, say "It has changed completely." MS 125
58v: 18.5.1942

Page 49

Architecture is a gesture. Not every purposive movement of the human body is a
gesture. Just as little as every functional building is architecture. MS 126 15r:
28.10.1942

Page 49
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At present we are combatting a trend. But this trend will die out, superseded by
others. And then people will no longer understand our arguments against it; will
not see why all that needed saying. MS 126 64r: 15.12.1942

Page 49

Looking for the fallacy in a fishy argument & hunt-the-thimble. MS 126 65v:
17.12.1942

Page 49

Suppose that 2000 years ago someone had invented the shape

& said that one day it would be the shape of an instrument of locomotion.

Or perhaps: that someone had constructed the complete mechanism of the steam
engine without having the least†b idea how it could be used as a motor.†c MS 127
14r: 20.1.1943

Page 49

What you are taking for a gift is a problem you have to solve.

Page 49

Genius is what makes us forget the master's talent.

Page 49

Genius is what makes us forget talent.†d

Page 49

Where genius wears thin skill may show through.†e (Overture to the
Mastersingers.
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Page Break 50

Page 50

Genius is what makes us unable to see the master's talent.

Page 50

Only where genius wears thin can you see the talent. MS 127 35v: 4.4.1943

Page 50

Why shouldn't I apply words in opposition to their original usage? Doesn't e.g.
Freud†a do that when he calls even an anxiety dream a wish-fulfilment dream?
Where is the difference? In the scientific approach the new use is justified through
a theory. And if this theory is false then the new extended use has to be given up
too. But in philosophy the extended use is not supported by true or false opinions
about natural processes. No fact†b justifies it (&)†c non can overturn it.

Page 50

We say:†d "You understand this expression, don't you? Well, the way you always
understand it†e is the way I too am using it."†f [Not: "... in that meaning..."]

As though meaning were a halo which the word carries over†g†h into every sort
of application MS 127 36v: 27.2.1944

Page 50

Thoughts at peace. That is the goal someone who philosophizes longs for. MS 127
41v: 4.3.1944

Page 50

The philosopher is someone who has to cure many diseases of the understanding
in himself, before he can arrive at the notions of common sense. MS 127 76r: 1944

Page 50

If in life we are surrounded by death, so too in the health of our understanding by
madness.†i†31 MS 127 77v: 1944

Page 50

Wanting to think is one thing, having a talent for thinking another. MS 127 78v:
1944
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Page Break 51

If there is anything in the Freudian theory of dream interpretation; then it shows
how complicated is the way the human mind makes†a pictures of the facts.

Page 51

So complicated, so irregular is the mode of representation that it can barely be
called representation any more. MS 127 84r: 1944

Page 51

It will be hard to follow my portrayal: for it says something new, but still has
eggshells of the old material sticking to it. MS 129 181: 1944 or later

Page 51

Is it some frustrated longing that makes someone mad? (I was thinking of
Schumann, but of myself too.) MS 165 200 c: ca. 1941-1944

Page 51

The revolutionary will be the one who can revolutionize himself. MS 165 204: ca.
1944

Page 51

People are religious to the extent that they believe themselves to be not so much
imperfect as sick.

Page 51

Anyone who is half-way decent will think himself utterly imperfect, but the
religious person thinks himself wretched

Page 51

What's ragged should be left ragged.

Page 51

A miracle is, as it were, a gesture which God makes. As a man sits quietly & then
makes an impressive gesture, God lets the world run on smoothly & then
accompanies the words of a Saint by a symbolic occurrence, a gesture of nature. It
would be an instance if, when a saint has spoken, the trees around him bowed, as
if in reverence.--Now, do I believe that this happens? I don't.

Page 51
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